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A Prayer of Committal 
° By Mary Lillian Miles 
O LORD, I now commit inte Thy 
hand 


My talents, hopes, ambitions great or 
, small; 
Fashion and shape the life that Thou 
hast planned, 
Submissive at Thy feet I lay my all. 


In vain I live if Thou live not in me. 
Fruitless my labor, though men may 


applaud. 
Touch Thou my strings to vibrant har- 
mony— 
O breathe upon me, quickening breath 
of God. 


BY 


The Price of Experience 


Nothing valuable is acquired without 
cost. Salvation is free, but God and 
His Son paid an infinite price for it. 
But there are rich blessings stored up 
for Christians for which we have to pay 
&@ good price, in the coin of diligent 
effort, self-discipline, perseverance, and 
hard, steady work. For instance, we 
cannot get a thorough knowledge of the 
Bible overnight by simply asking for it; 
We must keep on reading it regularly, 
day after day, from cover to cover. We 


cannot get answers to prayer, and the 
peace and freedom from burdens that 
prayer brings, except by praying ear- 
nestly. And experience, by its very na- 
ture, can comie only through practice 


and patient endurance. A young Chris-_ 


tian soldier, who has recently been in- 
ducted into the Army, like many other 
believers in the Armed Forces, says 
that the thing he finds hardest is to be 
forced to listen continually to unspeak- 
ably filthy language and frightful oaths 
with which the ordinary conversation 
of the men and noncommissioned offi- 
cers is liberally sprinkled. Of course, 
he has many physical hardships, but 
these would be easier to bear if the 
life and language of his mates were not 
so shot through with immorality, dis- 
honesty, and irreligion. He says that 
he appreciates the Incarnation more 
than ever. He wrote home recently: 
“I think experience is the tool He uses 
to work in us the things written in the 
Word. And experience does not nec- 
essarily mean years. Some older peo- 
ple, even though they have had myriad 
‘experiences,’ are not ‘experienced,’ be- 
cause they have missed the point of the 
lessons, or resisted, or striven. Age is 
no guarantee of maturity. I think this 
is the ‘point of the order in Paul’s 
‘tribulation—patience—experience.’ One 
would think that numbers two and 
three would be reversed—that is, doesn’t 
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experience work patience? But the 
point is, I only become experienced as 
I accept in patience the ‘experiences.’ 
So pray that I may not miss the boat 
in these weeks.” Older Army and Navy 
men may smile patronizingly at this 
young fellow’s indignation at the lan- 
guage he hears, and suppose that he has 
scarcely been away from home before. 
On the contrary, he was away for years 
at school and college and has traveled 
widely in the States and other countries. 
But it is better to be like “just Lot, 
vexed with the filthy conversation. of 
the wicked” (2 Pet. 2:7) than to be so 
blasé that it makes no impression. The 
soldier is learning a great lesson: that 
experience may cost us much, but it is 
of infinite value. The passage he re- 
ferred to is this: “And not only so, but 
we glory in tribulations also: knowing 
that tribulation worketh patience; and 
patience, experience; and experience, 
hope: and hope maketh not ashamed; 
because the love of God is shed abroad 
in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which 
is given unto us” (Rom. 5:3-5). And 
James adds his inspired word on the 
same subject: “My brethren, count it all 
joy when ye fall into divers tempta- 
tions; knowing this, that the trying of 
your faith worketh patience. But let 
patience have her perfect work, that 
ye may be perfect and entire, wanting 
nothing” (1: 2-4). 
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The Man Who Didn't Fit In 


By Joseph T. Bayly, Editor of His 


(A review of “Shadow of the Almighty, 
—The Life and Testament of Jim Elliot” 
by Elisabeth Howard Elliot. New York: 
Harper and Brothers, 1958; 256 pages; 
$3.75.) P 

HAT sort of man was Jim Elliot? 


Many of us asked that question 
after reading “Through Gates of 





Comfort for Dark Days 





“The righteous -cry, and the 
Lord heareth, and delivereth them 
out of all their troubles” (Psa. 
34:17). 














Splendor,” Mrs. Elliot’s previous book. 

This new book provides a complete, 
satisfying answer. It is also an honest 
answer, showing (as many Christian 
biographies fail to show) that Jim “was 
a man subject to like passions as we 
are.” 

“Shadow of the Almighty” is actually 
a self-portrait of Jim, for almost the 
whole book is made up of entries in his 
journal and letters he wrote to those 
he loved. Even so, Mrs. Elliot could 
easily have presented a different picture 
of her husband merely by deleting cer- 
tain items that she included. Surely 
she must have known that, if she did 
this, the book would please fundamental 
Christians a lot more than it will. That 
she did not shows that she is as honest 
as her husband. 
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And the result is a book that will 
have its greatest impact upon the age 
group whom Jim affected most while 
he was alive: men and women who 
are young, who have not yet felt the 
corrosion of the years, who have not 
yet learned to live with the awful fact 
that hundreds of millions have never 
heard about Jesus Christ, who have not 
yet sold their birthright for washers 
and dryers and houses and cars, who 
have not yet found contentment in a 
proud but powerless church, who have 
not yet discovered that the. world—and 
the church—has little love for the man 
who doesn’t fit in. Or if they have dis- 
covered it, they aren’t particularly con- 
cerned. 

Their concern, like Jim’s and Betty’s, 
is to know the will of God and to do it. 
And they are obsessed with the plainest 
part of that will: Jesus Christ gave a 
command to evangelize the world, and 
that command has not been completely 
obeyed. 

Others may be puzzled by parts of 
this picture of Jim and Betty, but these 
young men and women will understand. 
It is this reviewer’s opinion that 
“Shadow of the Almighty” will have 
the same sort of impact upon students 
as “Borden of Yale,” by Mrs. Howard 
Taylor, has had during the past half- 
century. 

Jim had not yet learned conformity 
when he died. (Perhaps he never 
would have learned it, but one’ wonders 
what happens to other rebels who don’t 
die young.) Here are some excerpts 
from his writing: 

“Our young men are going into the 
professional fields because they don’t 
‘feel called’ to the mission field. We 
don’t need a call; we need a kick in the 
pants. We must begin thinking in terms 
of ‘going out’ and stop our weeping be- 
cause ‘they won’t come in.’ Who wants 
to step into an igloo? The tombs them- 
selves are not colder then the churches.” 

“. . . Mother, please let’s not have 
any more of this talk about staying 
home, telling people of the ‘need.’ That 
would be augmenting the need. There 
are too many good preachers berating 
people night after night about a lost 
world who have never faced the chal- 
lenge of sacrificial foreign service them- 
selves. I feel as if I haven’t got any 
excuse whatsoever to let a body such 
as you have given me get fat leaning on 
pulpits.” ‘ 

“My spirit is all aruffle again at the 
vast, inexplicable complexities of hu- 
mankind, and the careless, ineffective 
manner we fool ‘fundamentalists’ use 
in answering the cry of hearts which 
cannot understand themselves.” 

“Thanksgiving spent at Auntie’s with 
the annual turkey and trimmings d 
accompanying results. Not much done 
for God that day, I fear. But had one 


Suggested that we throw out convention 
and fast or pray, all would wonder what 
he had been reading or where his aes- 
thetic sense of sentiment was buried— 
so why suggest, one so seldom finds a 
kindred heart.” 

“And now men talk of Christ-mass— 
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weird monstrosity and mixture of 
bright lights, reindeer, tissue paper and 
scraggly evergreens; jumbled mobs, bar- 
gain-baited, ‘striving after wind,’ sing- 
ing ‘Silent Night’—but what know they 
of Immanuel? How can they under- 
stand the God who was once wrapped 
in swaddling clothes?” 

“A disruption of my previously pious 
‘code of dont’s’ that used to motivate 
much of my action_has occurred in the 
last three months. The Lord has freed 
me from many things—good, ‘conse- 
crated’ attitudes, priggish little laws 
whereby I used to govern my conduct 
... One of my renaissance experiences 
was to get among kids who were on a 
different spiritual level than my own, 
and enjoy fellowship with them.” 

“What a ragged, shoddy thing Chris- 
tianity has come to be, honoring men 
and means, places and crowds-—O Lord, 
deliver me from the spirit of this faith- 
less generation.” 

“The great mistake is in preaching 


to our fellow-believers, ‘Come out from “ 


among them and be ye separate,’ with 
the suggestion that they should come 
out to us and be separate. It struck 
me forcibly that only Almighty God 
can make that exhortation—for only 
He is above and beyond all our petty 
walls of party separation.” 


Jim Elliot wasn’t always consistent, 
this young pacifist who enjoyed bull 
fights, this champion wrestler who 
quoted Amy Carmichael and Robert 
Service (“The Call of the Wild,” “The 
Men Who Don’t Fit In”). When he was 
22 he could write that “2 Timothy 2:4 
is impossible in the United States, if 
one insists on a wife”—then find four 
years later that he was spending too 
much time building a house in the 
jungle of Ecuador for his bride. He 
seems excessively self-conscious at 








The Life Story of Jim Elliot 


S ANNOUNCED in the issue of 

August 16, the Trmes will publish 
three chapters from the new book just 
issued by Harper & Brothers, “Shadow 
of the Almighty—the Life and Testa- 
ment of Jim Elliot,” by his widow, Elis- 
abeth Elliot. These are: 


“Strong Roots” 
“Flame of Fire” 
“Under Way” 


They tell of Jim’s family background 
and happy Christian home; something 
of his student days at Wheaton, his 
friendship with Betty, and quotations 
from his remarkable letters; and his 
voyage to South America with Pete 
Fleming. These chapters will begin in 
the issue of September 27. 

A 13-weeks subscription for $1 ($1.10, 
U. S. A. dollars, in Canada) will cover 
the series. Why not get some of your 
friends to take these short subscriptions, 
or subscribe for them? All who have 
been interested in the killing of the five 
young missionaries by Aucas in Ecuador 
in 1956 will want these chapters. 
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times, magnificently God-conscious in 
most of his writing. He never seems to 
have resolved the dilemma of being 
“delivered from the blood” of those to 
whom he went, after a short period of 
ministry, and his desire to build an as- 
sembly in the New Testament pattern. 
But to point out these things is 
merely to say that he had not yet at- 
tained that which he has now perfectly 
attained. And there is always a sense 
of his pressing on, desiring more light 
that he may be more obedient. 
(Continued on page 694) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Suppose One Can’t Tell 
When He Was Saved? 


I am the teacher of a class of young 
adults and in times past the question 
has come up if a person can be sure 
of his salvation even though he can- 
not put his finger on the day, hour, 
and minute that he was saved. My 
answer has always been that different 
people have different experiences. It 
might come to one person in a sudden, 
brilliant flash as an electric light being 
turned on and suddenly lighting the 
room. On the other hand, someone 
else might come to a growing realiza- 
tion of his saved position with God by 
a growing understanding, and I have 
compared this to the coming of the 
dawn. You cannot say definitely when 
dawn began, but it gradually grows 
lighter and finally daylight is here in 
full. 

Now a young man who has had a 
background of theological training is 
circulating among some of the young 
adults in our town and he says that if 
you cannot say just when you were 
saved, the chances are you never were. 
Some of my young people have come 
to me greatly perturbed, because this 
young man is a very persuasive talker 
and he has made some of them doubt 
their salvation. In fact, he has told 
them that they cannot be saved if they 
don’t know when: it happened. 

One of the examples I have used in 
my argument is Mrs. Billy Graham, 
who says she cannot point to the exact 
day that she was saved, and yet she 
knows she is saved. 

I do not want to mislead any of 
those who look to me for their answers, 
neither do I want to be misled. If I am 
wrong, I would like to know now. Will 
you please help me with this problem. 
—An Oklahoma reader. 

The Editor wrote to this reader as 
follows: 4 

You were quite right in saying that 
the fact that a person cannot name 
the day on which he was saved does 
not prove that he is not saved. Our 
salvation depends on what Christ has 
done for us, and we receive the benefit 
of His work by believing that He is 
the Son of God and our personal 
Saviour. Anyone who really trusts in 
Him, from the heart, is born again. 
There are borderline cases, when we 

(Continued on page 694) 
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The Sankey Story 


D. L. Moody’s famous colleague 


lage of Edinburg, on the Mahon- 

ing River west of New Castle, Pa., 
was much like other hamlets of pioneer 
days. 

When a son, whom they christened 
Ira David, was born there on that date 
to David and Mary Sankey it seemed 
most unlikely that the world at large 
would ever hear of him. Men could 
reasonably say, as had been said under 
other circumstances, “Could any good 
thing come out of such humble sur- 
roundings?” 

Yet, as the boy grew, the finger of 
destiny pointed to him. Profiting by 
his environment in a musical family, he 
early learned the rudiments of music. 
Before he was eight years old. he was 
remarkably proficient in musical mat- 
ters, and a regular attendant at the 
local church, where he delighted in 
blending his boyish voice in “psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs.” 

When about sixteen years old, while 
attending revival services in the King’s 
Chapel Methodist Episcopal Church, a 
few miles from his home, he was 
soundly converted. From that time for- 
ward he was a child of God’s calling. 


Soon after, the family removed to 
New Castle, where the father entered 
the city’s business life, and the lad, 
young as he was, became superinten- 
dent of the Sunday school and choir 
leader in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, with which the family united. 

The Civil War intervened, and even 
the experience of wartime service only 
confirmed his calling. He quickly or- 
ganized a choir in his company, and 
assisted the chaplain in religious serv- 
ices. While he was stationed in the 
border State of Maryland, hostile at- 
titudes were broken down by Sankey 
and his soldier singers, whose well- 
trained voices astonished the Southern 
people. 

His war service ended, the young 
singer married Miss Fanny Edwards 
and_ settled down to work with his 
father, now a collector of internal reve- 
nue, in New Castle. 


However, the young man with the 
thrilling baritone voice found himself 
more and more in demand in Sunday 
school conventions and other meetings 
in Western Pennsylvania and Eastern 
Ohio. In 1870 he went as a-delegate to 
the International YMCA convention at 
Indianapolis, where Dwight L. Moody 
of Chicago, whom he had never met, 
was also a delegate and on the list of 
speakers. 

At a prayer meeting led by Moody, 
Sankey was prevailed on to lead the 
singing. This he did so effectively that 
the entire congregation was inspired, 


O: AUGUST 28, 1840, the tiny vil- 





On the lawn of King’s Chapel, near 
New Castle, the First Methodist Epis- 
copal Church in Lawrence County, 
Pa., there is a metal plaque bearing 
this inscription: “To promote the di- 
vine teachings a society here was 
organized in 1804 and the first build- 
ing shortly thereafter erected. Suc- 
cessive houses of worship to serve the 
growing congregation were erected 
in 1835, 1856, and 1898. Ira D, Sankey, 
noted evangelist, singer, and hym- 
nologist was converted here to God’s 
service and accepted into this fellow- 
ship in 1858. Erected by New Castle - 
Perry Chapter, United States Daugh- 

ters of 1812, August 30, 1936.” 








and responded in a remarkable way to 
his efforts. 

When he was introduced to Mr. 
Moody after the meeting, Moody said 
abruptly: “You will have to give up 
whatever you are doing and come to 
Chicago to help me in my evangelistic 
work. I have been looking for someone 
like you for the last eight years.” 

Sankey was aghast at the suggestion 
and put off a decision, but, after a de- 
lay of some months, consented to join 
Moody in Chicago for a trial week of 
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By HUBERT J. DANCE 


- 


meetings. These were so successful that 
he was urged to take up the work as 
assistant to the evangelist at once, as- 
suming full charge of the music, as 
Moody was nd vocalist. 

Still undecided, Sankey returned to 
New Castle, to find his pastor and all 
his friends insisting that he had re- 
ceived a divine call and must accept it 
as his plain duty. With no more hesi- 
tation, and in a prayerful spirit, Sankey 
resigned his government position, ar- 
ranged his family affairs, and prepared 
to join the evangelist in Chicago early 
in 1871. 

In the great fire that swept Chicago 
on October 8, 1871—popularly supposed 
to have been caused by Mrs. O’Leary’s 
perverse cow kicking over a lantern— 
Sankey almost lost his life. Moody lost 
his home and everything, as he said, 
“but his Bible, his family, and his repu- 
tation.” 

Both men were stunned and shaken 
by the disaster, and Sankey returned 
again to New Castle. In a few months 
he was recalled to help Mr. Moody in 
a temporary tabernacle, which, with 
indomitable energy, Moody had erected 
to replace the church destroyed in the 
fire. 


The work prospered, and, by 1872, 





Ira D. Sankey singing on the site of Calvary. He sang the fine Gospel hymn, 
“On Calvary’s Brow My Saviour Died.” 
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Sankey had moved his family to 
Chicago and was left in charge while 
Moody went to England to appraise the 
situation there. Although Sankey re- 
ceived enticing offers to remain in 
America, he decided to cast in his lot 
with Mr. Moody, and in 1873 the pair 
sailed for the British Isles. 

The Moody and Sankey team landed 
at Liverpool among strangers, with lit- 
tle money, and under most unpropitious 
circumstances. Their first meeting was 
attended by less than fifty persons. 

Contact with a young Baptist minis- 
ter, the Rev. F. B. Meyer, seemed the 
turning point. The first discouraging 
beginnings led to meetings where thou- 
sands were turned away. Soon, meet- 
ings in London were attended by 
twenty thousand people, and overflow 
meetings in nearby churches and chap- 
els were necessary to accommodate the 
evening crowds. Among those in at- 
tendance were members of the Royal 
Family, and William E. Gladstone, the 
“Grand Old Man” of England. The 
phrase, “Moody and Sankey,” was on 
every tongue, and Sankey’s “Gospel 
Hymns” were sung everywhere. Eng- 
land, Ireland, and Scotland were shaken 
by evangelistic fervor. 

“Give me a dozen little Sankey’s, 
quick!” cried a sailor, rushing into a 
London bookstore, on the way to his 
ship. He meant Sankey’s song book, 
“Sacred Songs and Solos,” known. all 
over the British Isles as “Sankey’s.” 
Even Psalm-singing Scotland, won over 
by Sankey’s thrilling solos, began to 
“sing the Gospel.” 

In 1875 they returned to America, 
holding their first meeting at North- 
field, Mass., where Sankey sang “The 
Ninety and Nine” for the first time in 
the United States. 

From a Brooklyn meeting they went 
to Philadelphia, where their staunchest 
supporters were John Wanamaker, 
George H. Stuart, and Henry Clay 
Trumbull, then editor of THe SunpDay 
Scnoot Trmes. On one occasion in Phil- 
adelphia the meeting was attended by 
several Senators, Supreme Court Jus- 
tices, and President U. S. Grant. 

In 1876 they visited New York and 
Chicago, then Boston, New Haven, and 
Hartford. Meetings were held in St. 
Louis and in the Mormon stronghold of 
Salt Lake City, on the way to California. 

In ensuing campaigns, hundreds of 
cities were visited in the United States 
and Canada, some even in Mexico. The 
story was the same everywhere, with 
many turned away from meetings, and 
Sankey’s “Gospel Hymns” of praise sung 
by young and old. 

Several return trips were made to the 
British Isles. Between 1881 and 1884 
the indefatigable pair held meetings in 
nearly one hundred places in Scotland 
alone. 

They had no well-knit organization, 
no fanfare, no labored financial setup, 
and published no records of “converts” 
or “decisions.” Queried about this, Mr. 
Moody exclaimed, “Records! Why, 


Heaven keeps the records!” 
In 1898 Ira D. Sankey visited the Holy 


. hymns. But he 
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Land, and was astonished to find that 
his “Gospel Hymns” were known and 
loved in Rome, Cairo, and, Jerusalem. 
In twenty-five years they circled the 
globe. 


s Their last meeting was held in Brook- 


lyn, and shortly thereafter, on Decem- 
ber 22, 1899, Dwight L. Moody passed 
away, after over forty years of faithful 
labor for his Master. 

Half a century has elapsed since 
the Associated Press announced on 
August 14, 1908, the passing of Ira D. 
Sankey, the “Gospel troubadour” of the 
Moody and Sankey team. Of the singers 
of Gospel hymns, he was the pioneer. 


_He immortalized the words written by 


the young Scotch girl, Elizabeth Cle- 
phane, in “The Ninety and Nine” and 
“Beneath the Cross of Jesus.” 

A century has gone by since the 
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young probationer, Ira D. Sankey, was 
received into full fellowship in the: 
King’s Chapel Church (still extant) 
near New Castle, Pa. Little did the 
church fathers dream as they admitted 
him, doubtless with misgivings, that the 
lad from the obscure village of Edinburg 
would sing his way to Edinburgh, Scot- 
land. Still less could they imagine that 
he would be memorialized on their own 
front lawn as evangelist, singer, and 
hymnologist, and be known~and re- 
vered the world around. 
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John Keble’s Beautiful Hymn 


An early pastor-poet’s impressive memorial 


N THE year 1827, all England was 

stirred by a new volume in the book- 
stalls. “The Christian Year” was a 
work of religious verse, and it ran 
through edition after edition. Although 
no name appeared on the title page, 
public curiosity soon uncovered the fact 
that the author was a little-known 
country parson by the name of John 
Keble. 

Today, more than a century after- 
ward, the book’s popularity must baffle 
modern readers. There is only one 
reason why the author is now remem- 
bered—he wrote the beautiful evening 
hymn, “Sun of My Soul.” * But perhaps 
no man could ask for a more impressive 
memorial. 

The six stanzas that compose this 
hymn are part of a longer poem in 
“The Christian Year.” Its title is 
“Evening,” and it begins: 

’Tis gone! that bright ami orbed blaze 

Past - Ea, our wistful gaze, 

Yon man cloud has hid from iene 

The last faint pause of quivering t. 

In modern hymnals, the lines are or- 
dinarily sung to the tune “Hursley.” 
That title is most appropriate, since it 
commemorates the church where Keble 
was vicar in his closing years. The 
story goes that Dr. William H. Monk, 
who arranged the music, found the orig- 
inal melody in a German hymnal, 
“Katholisches Gesangbuch,” published 
in 1774; judging by the hymn’s lasting 
appeal, he knew a good thing when he 
saw it. 

Of all the sacred songs that have won 
their way into the hearts of churchgoers, 
“Sun of My Soul” belongs in a special 
category. The fact has been sometimes 
stressed that not more than three or 
four of John Keble’s lyrics are sung as 
gave the Christian 
world one gem that, like a_ priceless, 
dazzling brilliant, outshines all the rest. 
Few hymns have found more admirers 


By VINCENT EDWARDS 


and moved listeners more deeply than 
this one. 

John Keble’s name will always be 
associated with Oxford. The son of a 
devout Gloucestershire Church of Eng- 
land parson, he went down to that col- 
lege when he was only fifteen. His 
scholastic record was brilliant from the 
start, and he managed to carry off both 
University Prizes, one for the English 
and the other for the Latin essay. 
Only one student before him had ever 
achieved such an honor. 

After he was ordained in the Church 
of England, the young man was offered 
a thriving parish, but he turned it down 
to stay with his father and help out 
with the latter’s pastoral duties. The 
elder Keble was in -failing health, and 
he must have cherished the devotion 
of a son who had always preferred the 
country to the city. 

John Keble’s popular success, “The 
Christian Year,” was inspired by several 
walking tours he made through Eng- 
land. Each summer, while a graduate 
student at Oxford, he would take on 
clerical work, and make trips on foot 
through the various counties. All the 
time his pen was busy, for, since he had 
a natural poetic gift, he gave full ex- 
pression to his feelings and experiences. 

As he saw it, these verses were of 
such an intimate, personal nature that 
they never should be published. But 
friends to whom he showed them dis- 
agreed—they insisted he share them 
with the reading public. Finally, the 
poet received a plea he could not turn 
down. His ailing father knew he had 
not long to live, but before he died, he 
begged the son to give the book to the 
world. So, “The Christian Year” went 
into print, with the result that has al- 
ready been told. 

Not long afterward, Keble was in- 
vited to become professor of poetry at 
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Oxford. There his interest in the 
Church of England was_ strongly 
aroused, and he stirred a tremendous 
sensation on one particular Sunday, July 
14th, 1833, when he preached from the 
college pulpit on “National Apostasy.” 
It was the start of the famous “Oxford 
movement.” 


A High Churchman at heart, and a 


‘ rigid stickler for the_ritual and forms 


of the early church, Keble struggled to 
mold worship along those lines. His 
ideas, which he aired quite freely, must 
have carried weight with a group of 
brilliant young men at the college in 
1833-34, for Thomas Arnold, Edward 
Pusey, and John Henry Newman were 
among those who got busy writing tracts 
to support that point of view. It came 
to be known as the Oxford movement, 
standing for Apostolic succession of the 
clergy and supporting the High Church 
position. 

Curiously enough, the distinguished 
poet and preacher never dreamed how 
far some of his followers would be 
carried. When Newman went over to 
the Roman Catholic Church, John Keble 
was quite broken up—and it is said he 
never recovered from. his sorrow. In 
the dismay and anger that arose all over 
England, the Oxford movement, some- 
times referred to as Tractarianism, lan- 
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guished to a tragic ending, and the un- 
happy leader found refuge in the quiet 
parish of Hursley, near Winchester. 
Here he was vicar for over thirty years. 
At his death, in 1866, his mortal re- 
mains were laid to rest beneath the 
floor of the chancel. 

When the Oxford movement broke 
up, Keble was seldom seen any more 
around his old alma mater. It must 
have been sad for him to withdraw 
from those scholastic halls where he 
had known so many happy days. But 
he was not forgotten. 

Everything that has been written 
about him bears witness to his saintly 
character. He must have been one of 
the most devout souls who ever spoke 
from an English pulpit. His spirit was 
so kindly and radiant and his faith so 
serenely confident, that everyone who 
knew him, from his youngest pupils at 
Oxford to the most elderly parishioners 
in his country parishes, were endeared 
to John Keble. In moving sincerity he 
had once written: 

Old friends, old scenes, will oy be, 

As more of heaven in each we 


Some softening gleam of love oot | prayer 
Shail dawn on every cross and care. 


The trivial round, the common task, 
Will furnish all we ought to ask: 
Boom to 4d ourselves, a road 
To bring us nearer God. 


PouGHKEEPSIE, N. Y. 


lll. The Horrors of Purgatory 


Rome’s way out of a dilemma 


66 OO good for hell, unfit for Heaven 

—therefore, for such as these, there 
must be another place, and that place 
is purgatory.” So reasons the Roman 
Church in her textbooks. “Too good for 
hell,” because such an one belongs to 
God and will finally reach Heaven. 
“Unfit for Heaven,” because guilty of 
some sin committed since the last con- 
fession to a priest, but unconfessed to 
a priest, therefore unforgiven, and, 
therefore, “unfit for Heaven.” 

This is not only unsound and unsafe 
reasoning, but it is also unscriptural. 
To one whose faith is in Jesus Christ, 
and yet who has committed sin, God's 
Word says, “Let us therefore come 
boldly unto the throne of grace, that 
we may obtain mercy, and find grace 
to help in time of need”; also, “If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness” (Heb. 4: 
16; 1 John 1:9). 

Thus, the believer who has sinned is 
not limited to an earthly priest; and he 
is not unfit for Heaven because he has 
not confessed to an earthly priest, since 
that is not proof that he has not con- 
fessed to the one who is our great High 
Priest, Jesus Christ, who is our true 
mediator. If we confess our sins, He 
forgives us our sins, He cleanses us from 
all unrighteousness. This is His guar- 
antee of our admission into Heaven. 





By J. B. ROWELL, Th.D. 


The Roman Church has her own rea- 
sons for needing a purgatory. This we 
will see as we proceed. In a recent 
article, entitled “Souls in Purgatory Are 
Happy and Sad,” by.J. R. Walsh, ap- 


‘pearing in the Register, November 17, 


1957, we read: “Happy souls are the 
poor souls in purgatory. .. . Not yet 
ready to enter heaven, the souls feel 
tremendous denial. There is no other 
place for them to go. They are de- 
tained in purgatory until the soul is 
purified, God’s justice is satisfied, and 
thus they are made ready for eternal 
joy. . .. Man ought to thank God that 
there is a purgatory, where he may 
expiate the temporal punishment due to 
sin.” 

The Roman Church offers no proof 
for the explanations she gives regarding 
her purgatory. The fact is, she has 
none to give. 

In the Romish publication, Radio Re- 
plies, by the two priests Rumble and 
Carty, we are told, “Writers who dwell 
on the intensity of the sufferings in 
purgatory are rightly impressing the 
idea that intense efforts should be made 
to avoid sin.” They speak of such souls 
as “actually undergoing such dread puri- 
fications” (Vol. II, p. 207). 

St. Alphonsus de Liguori, a canonized 
saint of the Roman Church, speaking of 
“the holy souls in purgatory,” says, 
“Those holy prisoners are suffering 
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pains which exceed all the sufferings of 
this life; and nevertheless are in the 
greatest necessity, since they cannot 
possibly help themselves” (“Prepara- 
tion for Death,” second ed. p. 444). 

That souls in purgatory “cannot help 
themselves” is stressed in the writings, 
textbooks, of the Roman Church, since 
this places the onus of responsibility on 
the loved ones still living, who, it is 
said, can help. 

Though divine revelation says not_a 
word about purgatory, yet the Roman 
Church speaks dogmatically as to its 
horrors. The Jesuit Cardinal Bellar- 
mine, S.J., dilates on its horrors as 
though he would dangle souls over an 
excruciating purgatory in such a way 
as to make men and women pay to the 
last cent, if such payment for masses 
would help to deliver a loved one from 
such appalling dreadfulness. This is 
the Cardinal’s description: 

A valley of great depth and width 
but of immeasurable length; one side 
of which was dreadful, beyond ex- 
pression, for its burning heat; and 
the other, as horrible for its no less 
intolerable cold. Both were filled 
with the souls of men, which seemed 
to be tossed, as by the fury of a tem- 
pest, from one side to the other; for, 
being quite unable to endure the heat 
on the right hand, the miserable 
wretches kept throwing themselves 
to the opposite side, into the equal 
torment. of cold, and thence back 
again into the raging flames (De 
Gemitu Columbae, B. ii., ch. ix). , 
This heart-rending description of 

purgatory is a tremendous build-up for 
what is to follow. Masses for the dead 
are advertised in many, if not most, of 
the periodicals of the Roman Church. 
In her “Catechism of the Council of 
Trent,” we read, “The sacrifice of the 
Mass is available even to. the dead” 
(Question LXXVI). 

From a book of Jesuit authorship we 
read the following: 


Father Lanciscius, S.J., puts this 
truth very clearly: “Holy Mass,” he 
says, “is a repetition of the sufferings 
and death of Christ, not only in words, 
as anything may be reproduced upon 
the stage, but in deed and reality; 
hence the Fathers of the Church call 
the Mass a ‘repetition of Christ's pas- 
sion, and allege that in. it, after a 
mystical manner, He again suffers 
and is crucified” (“Daily Mass, or The 
Mystic Treasures of the Holy Sacri- 
fice,” by the Rev. J. McDonnell, S.J., 
Sixth Edition, Dublin, 1911). 


Protestants teach what the Bible af- 
firms, that the Lord’s Supper is a re- 
membrance feast, a remembrance of 


” the once-for-all sacrifice of our blessed 


Lord on Calvary; but the Roman Church 
teaches through her Council of Trent, 
“Whosoever shall say that the Sacrifice 
of the Mass is only a remembrance of 
the Sad¢rifice of the Cross, let him be 
anathema.” 

If every mass is a repetition of the 
sufferings and death of Christ, how 
awful is the commercialization of Cal- 
vary to bargain to offer thirty masses 
for thirty dollars! Judas betrayed his 
Lord for thirty pieces of silver, the 

(Continued on page 693) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





Religious Conditions in Russia.—The 
most comprehensive, factual survey of 
religious’ conditions in Russia that I 
have seen in the last two years, from 
an evangelical Christian, is the report 
of Dr. Bob Pierce, president of World 
Vision, in the August issue of World 
Vision Magazine (Box O, Pasadena, 
Calif... We can do no better than to 
let Dr. Pierce speak himself. 

“I was free, as Russians know free- 
dom, and was given red-carpet treat- 


ment on visits to churches, schools, 
industrial plants, orphanages, operas, 
museums, and a collective farm. (I was 


not permitted to see the crowded con- 
ditions of poorly constructed apartment 
houses, where as many as seven and 
eight people occupy two rooms in a 
standard of living far below that of 
Americans. I was not permitted to 
visit an office building or a newspaper. 
Often the greatest significance can be 
gleaned from the forbidden places.) 

“I saw only the places they wished 
me to see, naturally, but these revealed 
much, as I looked and listened. It is 
impossible to completely hide the hopes, 
fears, frustrations, liabilities, and assets 
of over 200,000,000 people. .. . 

“I was frightened by the dedication 
of the rank-and-file to their Commu- 
nist State. These people are gladly giv- 
ing up personal comforts to bring about 
‘their promised Utopia of the future. 
No sacrifice seems too great for the 
spartan Russian, if it will benefit the 
Party. After all, he owns the State. 
The people are following Lenin because 
they love and respect him—not because 
of fear emanating from the Kremlin. 
Far from being demoralized, they are 
‘proud of amazing accomplishments 
which far outstrip the West, in pace, 
during the forty years of their history. 
Optimistic politicians who proclaim that 
Russia is ‘crumbling from within are 
deluding themselves and their people. . . 

“Frightening was the cunning Party 


plan behind’ the treatment of children. ° 


They are being readied to rule the 
world. The glories of Communism are 
planted inside their minds from the 
first moments of understanding. A pic- 
ture or bust of Lenin looks down on 
them in every nursery, hospital, and 
schoolroom. . . , 

“I was warmed by the apparent re- 
ligious freedom in Russia. Dr. Jacob 
Zhidkov, president of the Baptist Union 
in the USSR, told me there were 5400 
Baptist churches in Russia, with a bap- 
tized membership of 530,000, represent- 
ing about 3,000,000 in families. (The 
only other Protestant denominations in- 
clude a relatively small number of 
Seventh-Day Adventists and Pente- 
costals.)... 

“Church services usually are jammed, 
but most members of the congregation 
are well past 30 years of age. I visited 





many churches and received great spir- 
itual blessings in Baptist services in 
Kiev and Moscow. Thousands of these 
people deeply love Jesus Christ. It 
showed in their sermons, hymns, and 
prayers. Despite the warmth and out- 
ward religious tolerance, however, the 
most frightening thing I saw in Russia 
was the clever Communist plan for 
destroying the Protestant Church—at 
the bottom and the top. It works like 
this: The Party forbids religious in- 
struction for anyone under the age of 
18 in schools or institutions. (The 530,- 
000 baptized Baptists, with about 15,000 
additions each year, are all over 18.) 
Churches have no Sunday schools. . . 

“In a country which leaves United 
States far behind in the publication and 
sale of books, it is impossible to buy a 
Bible in any Russian store. Churches 
handle the extremely limited distribu- 
tion. Consider these incredible figures: 
Russia printed 25,000 Bibles in 1926, and 
10,000 more the following year. Then 
30 years elapsed before 10,000 were 
printed in 1957. What a heart-breaking 
trickle of the greatest Book ever writ- 
ten!” 


Cambridge’s Churchill College—A new 
college has been established at Cam- 
bridge University in England to be 
known as Churchill College, as a per- 
manent memorial to Sir Winston 
Churchill. On his eightieth birthday, he 
himself gave $75,000 toward the project. 
The total cost will be something over 
$16,000,000. In a letter soliciting support 
for this newly formed institution, Sir 
Winston says, “It is our duty to muster 
and conscript all the native ingenuity 
with which God has blessed and en- 
dowed us.” 

Never known to have any particular 
religious faith, Churchill does introduce 
here the truth of God’s infinite kind- 
ness to Britain. However, the Cam- 
bridge undergraduate newspaper, Var- 
sity, notes that no provision is made in 
the estimates for a chapel. It is inter- 
esting that these undergraduates them- 
selves should make this statement: “The 
absence of any provision for the build- 
ing of a chapel from the estimated cost 
of Churchill College is as deplorable as 

“the plan for a totally residential college 
is welcome.” 


Japan’s “National Treasure.”—In his 
article, “The Present Status of the Re- 
ligions of Japan,” in the July issue of 
the Journal of Bible and Religion, Dr. 
H. Neill MeFarland, assistant professor 
of History of Religions in the Perkins 
School of Theology at Southern Metho- 
dist University, makes the following 
significant comment—among some other 
statements with which an evangelical 
Christian could not agree: “The culture 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


of Japan is inexplicable apart from the 
Buddhistic influences that have been at 
work in that land since the middle of 
the sixth century; yet, all things con- 
sidered, modern Japan can scarcely be 
called a Buddhist nation. . . . Buddhism 
in present-day Japan perhaps is 
described most aptly as a ‘national treas- 
ure.’ It is supremely a body of import- 
ant cultural properties, sublimely artistic 
remnants of a way of life that has 
passed.” 

According to Professor McFarland, it 
is not these old religions but the so- 
called “New Religions” that are show- 
ing outstanding vitality in Japan today. 
“There are scores, perhaps hundreds, of 
these New Religions, which, considered 
generically, are manifestations of a 
socioreligious phenomenon which has 
come to particular prominence since 
the end of World War II. However, it 
is important to remark immediately 
that these sects are not in every in- 
stance really new. While a very few of 
them are of postwar origin, most of 
them have existed, at least in an incip- 
ient form, for several decades; and two 
of the largest and most active of the 
sects have been in existence for about 
a century. Still, they are all new in the 
sense that the granting of freedom of 
religion at the war’s end gave to them 
all an opportunity to establish them- 
selves as independent religious move- 
ments. .. . 

“For over a century social crisis has 
been endemic in Japan. The causes 
and manifestations have varied in de- 
tail, but the crisis itself, in a large 
measure, has been unrelieved, particu- 
lary as it has affected the depressed 
classes in that land. It is from the peo- 
ple of such classes—naive and unsophis- 
ticated as they are—that the New 
Religions draw the majority of their de- 
votees. To them they promise, either 
explicitly or implicitly, some or all of 
four boons by which social crisis may 
be, or may seem to be, alleviated.” 

These religions promise (1) physical 
health, (2) material well-being, (3) 
peace of mind, and (4) a4 sense of com- 
munity identification. Note that none 
of these new religions promises any- 
thing of a life to come: no hope of the 
Resurrection, no being made into the 
image of the Son of God, no cleansing 
from sin, no reconciliation to God. 


Increased Cigarette Consumption.— 
The United States Department of Agri- 
culture has recently issued a report stat- 
ing that the consumption of cigarettes 
in 1957 reached a total of 409 billion, 
which was 4.1 per cent higher than the 
total consumed in 1956, in spite of the 
many authentic reports regarding the 
relationship of lung cancer to cigarette 
smoking. 


September 20, 1958 
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INTRODUCING THE GOSPEL 


Luke 1:1-4; 3:1-14; Acts 1:1-5; printed text, Luke 1:1-4; 3:1-6 
Golden Text.—But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son.—Gal. 4:4 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Luke 1:1 Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set 
forth in order a declaration of those things which are most 


surely believed among us, 


2 Even as they delivered them unto us, which from the be- 
ginning were eyewitnesses, and ministers of the word; 
3 It seemed good to me also, having had perfect under- 
standing of all things from the very first, to write unto thee 


in order, most excellent Theophilus, 


4 That thou mightest know the certainty of those things, 


wherein thou hast been instructed. 


Chap. 3:1 Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius 
Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judaea, and Herod 
being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 
Tine Gospel (“good news”) is here 
introduced from the standpoint of 
apologetics (defense and confirma- 
tion), history, and inspiration. 

Luke’s introductory words are a clas- 
sic. A trained physician, he declares 
that he has carefully studied the avail- 
able Gospel records and analyzed them 
meticulously. So convinced is he of 
their integrity and credibility that now, 
writing in the Holy Spirit, his purpose 
is to confirm a believer in his new- 
found faith. The evidence preserited 
by eyewitnesses (Luke 1:2) was over- 
whelming; Luke is not only thoroughly 
satisfied but eager to share his reasoned 
convictions. The cumulative effect of 
His testimony coupled with that of 1 
Corinthians 15:5, 6; 2 Peter 1: 16-18; and 
1 John 1:1-3 is impressive. 

The Gospel record is pinpointed in 
history (Luke 3:1, 2). Learn what peo- 
ple were in political and _ religious 
power, study the dates of their various 
regimes, discover that John appeared 
on the scene “in the fifteenth year of the 
Teign of Tiberius Caesar” (Luke 3:1), 
ie. A.D. 26, and you appreciate the 
cultural environment into which he 
moved as a blazing light. 

And inspiration? The atmosphere is 
charged with hope. The Messiah will 
soon appear. John the Baptist, like the 
mighty Prophet Elijah, challenges his 
sinful generation and thunders forth 
the clarion call to-repentance. His con- 
Secration and boldness are a summons 
to believers through the centuries to 
faithful, consistent witness, that the 
way may be prepared for the Lord 
Jesus, the “salvation of God,” to enter 
converted, trusting hearts. 

Verse by Verse 
Luke 1:1.—“Many have .. . set forth 


...@ declaration of those things . . . most 
surely believed ...” The reference is 


trarch of Abilene, 


Ituraea and of the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias the te- 


2 Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of 


God came unto John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness. 


3 And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching 
the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins; 

4 As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the 
prophet, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
Prepare ye the way 

5 Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill 


of the Lord, make his paths straight. 


shall be brought low; and the crooked shall be made straight, 
and the raugh ways shall be made smooth; 


s x s e,* 

to other written records describing the 
Gospel. “Things . . . most surely be- 
lieved” is literally, “matters which have 
been fulfilled,” ie. ,the accomplished 
facts relating to Christ. Study Luke 
1:1-4 in the light of 2 Peter 1:16-18; 1 
John 1:1-3. 


Verse 2.—“They delivered them unto 
us, which from the beginning were eye- 
witnesses ...” Compare Acts 1:22. To 
“deliver” implies transmission of infor- 
mation (cf. 1 Cor. 11:23-25; 15:3-7). 
“Ministers of the word” are servants of 
Christ charged with handling Gospel 
truth. 


Verse 3.—“It seemed good to me, hav- 
ing had perfect understanding .. . to 
write unto thee in order...” Literally, 
“having traced all things accurately 
from their source.” Luke “the beloved 
physician” (Col. 4:14) painstakingly 
investigated the facts. Theophilus 
(“friend of God”) was the recipient, 
too, of Acts. (cf. Acts 1:1). “Most ex- 
cellent” (cf. Acts 24:3) implies at least 
high social rank. 


Verse 4—“That thou mightest know 
the certainty . . . things, wherein thou 
hast been instructed.” “Instructed” is 
katechethes, “catechised” (cf. Gal. 6:6). 
Theophilus had received oral teaching. 
Luke writes to fortify his faith. “Cer- 
tainty” is literally “safety,” as in Acts 
5:23. The believer’s confidence is guar- 
anteed and grounded. 


Luke 3:1—“In the fifteenth year of 
Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being 
governor . . . Herod being tetrarch ... 
Philip tetrarch : Lysanias the te- 
trarch .. .” Tiberius succeeded Augustus 
as emperor in A.D. 14. Pilate became 
governor (procurator) in A.D. 26. 
Herod (called Antipas) was son of 
Herod the Great (who died in 4 B.C.). 








Dr. Woodbridge has eer printed, 
loose-leaf outline studies of all the New Tes- 
tament Books. These are for personal Bible 
study and teaching. If interested, write for 
a descriptive folder to Dr. C. J. Woodbridge, 


P.O. Box 55, Altadena, Calif. 





6 And all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 


Philip was his half-brother; he ruled 
over an area east of Galilee. Lysanias’s 
territory was near Anti-Lebanon, north- 
west of Damascus. A tetrarch is a per- 
son who rules over the fourth part of a 
kingdom or province. 


Verse 2—“Annas and Caiaphas being 
the high priests, the word of God came 
unto John ...” Annas was deposed by 
the Romans in A.D. 15, but the Jews 
still regarded him as high priest. Caia- 
phas, his son-in-law, was .the actual 
high priest (John 18:13). John the 
Baptist was divinely commissioned dur- 
ing their regime. 

Verse 3.—“He came into all the coun- 
try about Jordan, preaching the bap- 
tism of repentance .” A flaming 
prophet from the wilderness, he sum- 
moned men to a change of mind and 
heart (true meaning of “repentance”). 
Baptism was the outward sign of re- 
pentance and faith. John’s baptism 
was unique; it was not a mere dupli- 
cation of Old Testament ritual. 


Verse 4—‘“. . . the words of Esaias 
... The voice of one crying in the wil- 
derness, Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord ...” See Isaiah 40:3-5. John’s 
work was that of preparation for the 
Messiah. The imagery is graphic: when 
an Oriental monarch traveled, he sent 
his agent to pave the way—to level the 
terrain and facilitate his journey. 


Verse 5.—“Every valley shall be filled 


. every mountain ... brought low 
... the crooked .. . straight . . . rough 
ways ... smooth.” The assignment of 


the advance herald was to eliminate 
barriers, straighten and level highways. 
The King’s march must not be impeded. 
The Messiah would soon appear. John’s 
task was to level human pride and sin 
and exalt the repentant and faithful. 

Verse 6.—“All flesh shall see the sal- 
vation of God.” Pride and sin blind 
the heart. The coming Messiah would 
not only bring salvation; He is the 
Saviour. John’s ministry prepared men 
to focus their eyes upon the lover and 
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deliverer of their souls, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The advent of Jesus Christ was no 
accident. It occurred as part of the 
divine plan of the ages. 

It was in precise fulfillment of proph- 
ecy. Old Testament writers declared in 
advance that the coming Messiah would 
arrive on the scene as the Lord of 
splendor. A _ stern ascetic, emerging 
from the wilderness, would prepare 
His way and present Him to the wait- 
ing throng. 

The Deliverer arrived when “the ful- 
ness of-the time was come” (Gal. 4:4). 
‘His time schedule was exact. 
appointed moment of history He ap- 
peared. Powerful Tiberius was at the 
helm of the Roman Empire; vacillating 
Pilate was procurator of Judea; the re- 
ligious formalists, Annas and Caiaphas, 
were in charge of Hebrew worship and 
culture; John the Baptist, prepared by 
the discipline of the desert, was ready; 
the stage was set for the enacting of the 
drama of redemption. 

Prophecy and history converge upon 
the incarnation of the Son of God. 
Against their background He is seen as 
the stupendous intervention of God in 
human destiny. 

The Lord Jesus began His ministry in 
the century and at the place where 
three cultures met: Rome with her law 
and order; Judaism with its religious 
heritage; ‘and Greece with her literary 
and philosophical genius. The Gospel 
was furthered by the pax Romana (Ro- 
man peace); it challenged Hebrew hy- 
pocrisy; and it was clarified by Greek 
literary artistry. 

Doctor Luke, an able writer, uses with 
consummate skill the language which 
Greece had perfected. He describes 
and defends the Gospel of which Christ 
Jesus is the center. He uses as his 
medium beautiful, picturesque Greek, 
and through it transmits to subsequent 
generations the glorious and credible 
record concerning the Saviour of men, 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Preparation in prophecy (Isa. 40:3- 
5; Luke 3: 4-6) 

2. Preparation in time (Gal. 4:4) 

3. Preparation through the Forerunner 
(Luke 3:2, 3) 

4. Preparation in literature (Luke 1: 1-4) 


Topics for Development 

Christian Certainty. Luke wanted 
Theophilus to be grounded in the faith 
and to be possessed of confident assur- 
ance concerning the Gospel. His record, 
he states, was based upon the testimony 
of competent eyewitnesses and a careful 
examination of the evidence (Luke 1:1- 
3). Notice how often appeal is made in 
the New Testament to actual witness of 
Gospel events. See, for example, Acts 
1:22; 2:32; 3:15; 5:32; 10:39-41. After 
our Lord’s resurrection He showed Him- 
self alive to His disciples by “many in- 
fallible proofs” (Acts 1:3). Men who 
had personally seen, heard, and. handled 
holy things reported their findings (cf. 
1 John 1:1-3); their corroborative wit- 


At the. 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


18. September 28.—Justice and Judg- 

ment. Amos 7:7-9; Isaiah 1:10- 

20; Micah 2:1-3, 6-8, Matthew 
7:15-27; 25:81-46 


Next Week’s Lesson 


2. October 12.—The Promise 


Fulfilled. Luke 2:1-40 











ness is one of the solid bases of the be- 
liever’s assurance today. 

Biblical History. Why are the in- 
spited writers of Scripture so careful 
in presenting historical detail? First, 
because the Gospel is based, not upon 
philosophical speculation but upon solid, 
empirical fact: Christ was a historical 
person; He taught, healed, died, and 
was raised again, not in the realm of 
ideas, but of reality. Second, the 
knowledge of contemporary history 
furnishes one with clearer understand- 
ing of the meaning of events: he can 
often read _ between the lines if he 
knows what was taking place in the 
surrounding sectlar culture. Pontius 
Pilate’s opportunism, for example, was 
closely related to his servile desire 
neither to displease his Roman bosses 
nor alienate his Hebrew subjects. 


Practical Applications 


Do you have access to a good Bible 
dictionary? And do you use it? Davis’s 
“A Dictionary of the Bible” (4th edi- 
tion, Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich., $5.95) is excellent. 

As Luke so faithfully shared his con- 
victions with Theophilus, are we sharing 
our knowledge of the Gospel with oth- 
ers? Are we introducing other potential 
“friends of God” to Christ? 

What are we doing to pave the way 
of the Son of God into human hearts? 
Do mountains of pride or valleys of fail- 
ure keep us from doing our duty in this 
area? Let us corifess and level them, to 
the glory of God. 


Golden Text 
Gal. 4:4.—*. . . when the fulness of the 
time was come, God sent forth his Son.” 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HAT two’books did Luke address 
to Theophilus? 

2. What aids did Luke have in pre- 
paring his Gospel? 

3. Why did he write his Gospel? 

4. Who was the Roman emperor when 
John the Baptist began to preach? 

5. What was a tetrarch? 

6. What is the value of the historical 
detail given in Luke 3: 1-3? 

7. What was John the Baptist’s min- 
istry? 

8. To what does the bringing low of 
mountains and the filling of valleys 
refer? 

9. What was John’s message? 

10. How did Jesus show Himself after 
His resurrection? 


(Answers on page 692) 
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The divine time schedule is accurate. 

All was prepared when the Lord Jesus 

came the first time. His second coming, 

too, will be on schedule. In the mean- 

time now is the “accepted time” to re- 

ceive Him as Saviour and Lord. 
ALTADENA, CALIF. 


7 
The Busy .Men‘s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“That thou mightest know the cer- 
tainty of those things .. .” (Luke 1:4). 
—In my mind’s eye I can see Luke, the 
beloved physician, diligently gathering 
every possible detail of the earthly life 
of our Lord Jesus Christ from ac- 
credited ministers of the Word who 
were eyewitnesses from the beginning. 

His motive was to commit these de- 
tails to writing and give the record to 
his eminent friend and Christian 
brother, “most excellent Theophilus.” 

This brother had been instructed or- 
ally in these stirring events, but Luke 
purposed that he should have a written 
record “of all that Jesus began both to 
do and teach” (Acts 1:1). 

There is nothing in the Scriptures to 
indicate that Luke knew his “treatise” 
would be perused by anyone other than 
Theophilus. He certainly did not know 
that it would become the third book of 
the New Testament and be read by 
multiplied millions of people through- 
out the world. 

“We who believe in the verbal in- 
spiration of the Scriptures are im- 
pressed by the simple, human way in 
which Luke introduces, in his preface, 
the account of the life and death of 
Christ. Since many others had set forth 
in order a declaration of the things most 
surely believed among us (yet God has 
seen fit that-only four of those accounts 
—of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John— 
should find their place in the divine 
canon), it seemed good to Luke also to 
write. How natural is such a state- 
ment, yet we know now that in this 
undertaking he was directly guided and 
prompted by the Spirit of God, though 


the impulse to write seemed to Luke to . 


be altogether his own idea. Thus, while 
directed by God, yet the writers of 
Scripture wrote, as far as they knew, 
entirely because they felt like doing it” 
(“Meditations in Luke,” by August Van 
Ryn, Loizeaux Bros., New York 10; $3). 

I was instructed in the faith of our 
fathers from childhood, at home,. in 
Sunday school, in regular and in special 
services. But it was the Gospel accord- 
ing to Luke that enabled me to know 
the certainty of some of those things 
wherein I was —the virgin 
birth of Jesus Christ, for example. 


When the blessed Virgin asked, “How 


shall this be, seeing I know not a man?” 
Luke recorded the answer of Gabriel 
in these words: “The Holy Ghost shall 
come upon thee, and the power of the 
Highest shall overshadow thee: there- 
fore also that holy thing which shall 
be born of thee shall be called the Son 
of God” (1;34, 35). 

That divine explanation assured me of 
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the certainty of the event, and I have 
never doubted it. Numbers of people 
say a virgin birth is humanly impos- 
sible. But I answer: “It is not a divine 
impossibility. Nothing is impossible to 
the Holy Spirit and the power of the 
Highest!” They must be taken into 
consideration whenever the virgin birth 
of the Saviour is under discussion. 

Luke could have asked the same ques- 
tion King Solomon asked: “Have not I 


written to thee excellent things in coun-— 


sels and knowledge, that I might make 
thee know the certainty of the words of 
truth; that thou mightest answer the 
words of truth to them that send unto 
thee?” (Prov. 22:20, 21.) 

An intimate knowledge of the cer- 
tainty of the words of truth written by 
Luke—and by all other writers of the 
Holy Scriptures—will dissolve doubts, 
remove fears, and impart the ability to 
answer intelligently questions regarding 
spiritual matters. 

“... preaching the baptism of repent- 
ance for the remission of sins” (Luke 
$:3).—It must not be overlooked that 
John the Baptist never preached to 
Gentiles. The people from Jerusalem 
and all Judea and all the region round 
about Jordan heard him. They were of 
the house of Israel; they were the “chil- 
dren,” we were the “dogs” (Matt. 15:26). 
We were strangers, foreigners, aliens, 
without God, wifhout Christ, and with- 
out hope in the world (Eph. 2:12). 

The Apostle Peter preached baptism 
for the remission of sins to Jews on the 
day of Pentecost (Acts 2:38), but he 
had a different message for Gentiles in 
Acts 10:43. In fact, he would not con- 
sent to the baptism of Gentiles until 
they had received remission of sins 
through faith in Christ, and had also re- 
ceived the Holy Spirit (v. 47). 

After the Lord raised up Paul to be 
the apostle to the Gentiles, everyone 
was anathema who did not preach the 
same Gospel Paul preached (Gal. 1:8, 
9). Certainly he never preached bap- 
tism for the remission of sins. He 
preached justification by faith in Christ, 
then taught baptism to both Jewish 
and’ Gentile believers (See Rom. 6; Gal. 
3; Col. 2). 


© world, and Satan, 

We're ransomed by Thy blood, 

And now would walk as strangers, 
Alive with Thee to God. 

—James G. Deck 


Wawona, Catir. 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 
Succestep Hymns 


“Pairest Lord Jesus” 
“Tell Me the Stories of Jesus” 
“Out of My Bondage” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy Heavenly Father, we come to Thy 
Word again to consider the story of Thy 
Son and His coming to be our Saviour. 
Bless these new lesson studies to all 
who use them. May we See more 
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clearly our own need of the Lord Jesus 
and open to Him the way for His saving 
power to work more and more in our 
lives. Bless all who teach Thy Word 
and help them to support their teaching 
with a sound Christian example. Have 
mercy on the sick, the sorrowful, the 
needy, and the troubled in all places. 
Show them there is help in Thee for 
their need. Make us kind and helpful 
as we have opportunity. Control the 
restlessness of the nations and guide in 
the movement of events that Thy pur- 
poses may be carried out. Spread the 
truth ef the Gospel in every part of the 
world and bring the time when the 
knowledge of the Lord shall cover the 
earth as the waters cover the sea, for 
the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—As John the Bap- 
tist called people to repent, and bap- 
tized those who did so, he was prepar- 
ing the way of the Lord Jesus. And 
still the way of the Saviour must be 
prepared by repentance. Till we see 
we are sinners and long to be forgiven 
and cleansed, we have no place for the 
Saviour. But when we long to be right 
with God and to live a new life, then we 
welcome the good news of Him who can 
save us from our sins, and we turn to 
Him. 

Rich or poor, high or low, talented or 
untalented, everyone needs Jesus Christ. 
Sir James Y. Simpson, famous as the 
discoverer of chloroform, was a devoted 
Christian as well as a great scientist. 
In his last illness he summed up the 
truth of the Gospel and the faith that 
was his in these words: “I am a sinner 
needing a Saviour, and Jesus Christ is 
the Saviour I need.” If we will meas- 
ure ourselves by God’s law and Christ’s 
teaching, we shall soon cry, “I am a 
sinner,” as we see how far short we 
come of what God requires. As we see 
how prone we are to sin, how much 
under its power, and how helpless to 
undo past sin, we see we cannot save 


SHOW ME MY 


ourselves. We are sinners needing a 
Saviour. Then, from the Gospel, we 
learn that Jesus Christ is the Saviour 
we need and open the door of the heart 
for Him to come in. May God open 
the eyes of each one of us to see our 
sinfulness and then to see the sufficiency 
and readiness of the Lord Jesus to meet 
our need that we all may be-of those 
who trust Him as personal Saviour and 
yield to His control. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
xs 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all: departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 





ELF AND 
VIOUR 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ET us recite Psalm 19 together. I 

hope you girls will review this at 
least once a week, till these wonderful 
words are in your memory forever. 
This quarter we are going to learn the 
memory verses in the book, “Stories I 
Can Read Myself About the Lord Jesus.” 
I hope each of you will find some child 
to teach them to.. An important rule of 
teaching is, “The teacher must know 
that which he teaches.” I have visited 
classes where the teacher was trying to 
learn the verse as she taught it, and 
both teacher and class were saying it 
wrong! So always learn what you are 
going to teach before you try to teach 
it. 

Last week I told you about the first 
Sunday school, which.was started by 
Robert Raikes, where , children were 
taught to read. Many more were 
started. Before Robert Raikes died, 
there were 400,000 children enrolled in 
Sunday schools! 

I once taught reading. in Sunday 
school. I'll tell you how it happened: 
I called at a home and invited the fam- 
ily to attend our Sunday school. There 
were two children, Marilyn in the third 
grade and Larry in the first. The 
mother said, “No, thank you! Neither 
my husband nor I are religious, and we 
don’t want the kids to go either.” Then 
she shut the door. 

We prayed for this family and won- 
dered how to help them. Soon we 
heard that Larry was having a hard 
time learning to read. When school 
closed he was only promoted on trial. 
I believe the Lord gave us an idea: I 
called again and said, “We are going to 
have vacation Bible school for two 
weeks. If Larry can come it will give 
me an opportunity to help him with 
his reading.” 

Mrs. Smith said, “Do you teach read- 
ing at Bible school?” I answered: “We 
don’t teach it just as we do in school. 
But there will be Bible lessons to read 
that will help him to be a better reader. 
Many children don’t read a word all 
summer, so- they forget a lot. Those 
who keep up their reading practice in 
vacation often do better at school the 
next year than better readers who have 
not read anything all summer.” 

“If attending Bible school will help 
Larry with his reading, he better go,” 
said his mother slowly. We were indeed 
thankful for this permission. But it 
set me to work immediately writing 
easy-to-read lessons, typing and dupli- 
cating them for Larry’s class. 

When Bible school was over, Larry 
was able to read ten lessons to his 
mother and she was really pleased. I 
said to her, “We are planning to con- 
tinue this type of lesson in Sunday 
school.” So she let Larry come to Sun- 
day school, and soon his sister was com- 
ing with him. One day they both asked 
the Lord Jesus to come into their hearts! 
They kept on coming till the family 
suddenly moved away. We never heard 
from them again, but I hope to see them 
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all when we get to Heaven. It was after 
Larry left that we printed the book, 
“Stories I Can Read Myself About the 
Lord Jesus.” And other non-Christian 
parents have allowed their children to 
come to classes where this book was 
used because they wanted them helped 
in reading, and some- of those children 
got saved, too. 

The Gospel of Luke was written by 
Dr. Luke to his friend Theophilus so 
that he might know the certainty of the 
Gospel of Christ. Read the first four 
verses of Luke and you will see this. 

Turn next to Luke 3:1-14. I'll read 
the first two verses because of the hard 
names in them, then we will read the 
other verses around the class. God 
sent John the Baptist to prepare the 
way for the coming of Christ. Before 
the foundation of the world, it was 
. planned that Christ ‘should come into 
the world to die for sinners. The exact 
time of His coming was prophesied long 
before He came. Every lamb ever sac- 
rificed by the Israelites was a type of 
the coming Saviour, who would take 
away the sin of the world. Read the 
Golden Text from Galatians 4:4, “When 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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the fulness of the time was come, God 
sent forth his Son.” And because He 
came, everyone can be saved! Don’t 
you think we should pass on such a 
wonderful message? The first story in 
the book, “Stories I Can Read Myself 
About the Lord Jesus,” tries to make 
this wonderful truth easy for little chil- 
dren to understand. Here is part of it: 


WHY JESUS CAME TO EARTH 


Jesus is the Son of God. 

He lived up in Heaven. 

Heaven is a happy place. 

Jesus wanted us to come to Heaven. 


We have done naughty things. 
Naughty things are called sins. 

We cannot go to Heaven with our sins. 
Jesus wanted to wash away our sins. 
He came to earth to die for us. 





The above-mentioned book may be ordered 
this quarter from V. D. Gunderson, Ferndale, 
Wash., at the special price of 50c a copy. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
x 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, so goes the legend: One 
day alittle village in Saxony was 
thrown into great excitement by the 


‘ news that the king would pass that way 


on his triumphal tour. Everything else 
for the time being was forgotten, and 
the village folk wondered what they 
could best do to prepare for the event. 
A wise young fellow rose up and said: 
“First thing, this village must clean up. 
Shame upon us if the king should see 
such filth and trash as this which clut- 
ters up our streets. Yonder where 
many years ago the bridge that crossed 
the gulley was washed away by a storm, 
the roadway detours through a ravine. 
That bridge must be restored, so the 
roadway into the village will be straight 
and level. It would be shameful if the 
king and his party should have to enter 
our village through the ravine.” 

The warning was ‘so evidently wise 
fhat all hands got vigorously to work. 
Each fellow cleaned up his own prem- 
ises first—then lent a hand to general 
preparation. The streets were swept 
and garnished, the bridge was rebuilt, 
the road was straightened and leveled, 
and the rubbish was removed far out 
and burned. Moreover a beautiful arch 
was erected over the principal street, 
through which the king would pass. 
This was covered with leafy branches 
and flowers gathered from the surround- 
ing fields,-and a flaming sign, “WEL- 
COME,” hung in the center. 

It was a happy and_ enthusiastic 
crowd of villagers that thronged the 
roadside—the straightened, leveled, 
cleaned, and flowered roadside, to wave 
their rapturous welcome to their pass- 
ing sovereign. 

Fellows, John the Baptist was some- 
what like that wise young man. He had 
a great vision of the coming King Jesus, 
the Saviour. He knew the people were 
not ready for Him. He told them how 
to prepare—by repentance. It was a 
spiritual preparation for a spiritual King 
—a far more important preparation than 
might be made for any earthly poten- 
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tate. See that filth and trash in your 
lives! Be sorry. Loathe it with all 
your hearts. Repent, and you will be 
ready to receive the sovereign of your 
souls. 

Now the difference, fellows, is this: 
you cannot yourselves clean up. You 
may be sorry for the dirt, but Jesus does 
the cleaning up. His precious blood, 
shed for you, cleanses from aH sin; 
nothing else will. And He will keep 
you clean, for He does not come to pass 
through, but to abide. 

Some smart people are always sug- 
gesting other ways to cleanse the hu- 
man heart and make the life glow with 
joy, but the Lord Jesus Christ is the 
only way. Be assured of that. You 
can prepare the way for His coming 
into your life by repenting—that is, by 
being sorry for your sins and wanting 
to live a clean, upright, and holy life 
for Him. That is what it is to straighten 
the road for His coming. Then you sur- 
render your will to Him—and that is 
erecting the arch of welcome. And this 
is the legend that will adorn the arch 
of welcome. David sings it in his 24th 
Psalm: “Lift up your heads, O ye gates; 
and be ye lift‘up, ye everlasting doors; 
and the King of glory shall come in.” 

Fellows, the highest level any life 
can reach is to be a roadway over which 
the King of kings shall pass. Be a 
road builder for Christ. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Men Who Wrote About Jesus 
(Luke 1:1-4) 

ID you ever count up how many 

friends you have? Your family, 
your playmates and schoolmates, older 
people you are interested in and who are 
interested in you. Try it this week! 
There are four men who I hope are on 
your list, or will be. You have never 
seen them, but you will some day. 
They are great storytellers, and I think 
you would enjoy their company. Once 
upon a time one of them: might have 
driven you away if you had come 
around asking for a story, but I do not 
think he would now (Matt. 19:13, 14). 
One of them was a “scary-cat” or afraid 
of hard work or homesick, but he got 
over being a coward. One was a doctor, 
but he was also a great traveler and can 
tell many tales of adventure, including 
one about a shipwreck. One was nick- 
named Thunderbolt, but he has a loving 
disposition. You have often heard these 
men’s names. They are Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John! You never thought of 
them as your friends? You are going 
to hear some of their stories this fall. 
Wouldn’t it be interesting to get ac- 
quainted with them and imagine how 
they look, as if we were listening to 
their stories in person? 

First, you already know Tax Collector 
Matthew somewhat (Matt. 9:9-13). -He 
loved the Lord Jesus so much he gave a 
big party so all his old friends and busi- 
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ness associates could know the Lord 
Jesus, too, and be saved. “Many” of 
them came; so Matthew must have been 
the friendly kind—maybe he was al- 
ready a good storyteller! Find a pic- 
ture that you think could be friendly, 
Businessman Matthew. (Have assem- 
bled odds and ends of Bible pictures 
from which each pupil may choose one.) 

Mark set out to be a missionary helper 
with his Uncle Barnabas and Paul, but 
when he got into dangerous foreign 
lands, he left (Acts 13:5, 13). Later he 
was the cause of a serious argument 
between the two men, but good old 
Uncle Barnabas stood by him,, and he 
did make good; even Paul admitted it 
and wanted him (Acts 15:36-39; Philem. 
24; 2 Tim. 4:1lb). We are told that 
Mark also worked with Peter and that 
his Book of stories about Jesus is per- 
haps as Peter told them (1 Pet. 5:13; 
Papias, as quoted by Eusebius). Choose 
your picture for Mark. 

Luke may have been a Greek and not 
a Jew. He traveled with Paul, and was 
his doctor and helper, even in prison, to 
the end (Acts 16:10; Col. 4:14; Philem. 
24; 2 Tim. 4:lla). He gives the details 
of the great shipwreck and their rescue 
(Acts 27:9 to 28:10). Can you find a 
picture for him? 

John was the Lord Jesus’ favorite dis- 
ciple, in spite of being a thunderbolt 
(Mark 3:17; Luke 9:54; John. 21:20, 24). 
Can you tell some of the stories about 
him? (Matt. 4:21, 22; 17:1-8; Acts 3:1-11; 
or others.) Choose a picture for him. 

Cut out the head and shoulders or 
the whole figure of your chosen pic- 
tures to represent your four storyteller 
friends. Mount them on strips of heavy 
paper for bookmarks. Cut a V-shaped 
slot to fit over the page of the first 
chapter of each Book. Write on each 
bookmark a few references about that 
author. 

Did many people write down stories 
about Jesus? (Luke 1:1.) Where did 
they get their stories? (v. 2.) Would 
those people know for sure what hap- 
pened? Why? Besides, the Lord Jesus 
promised they would remember right 
(John 14:26). For whom did Luke 
write his story? (Luke 1:3.) Why? 
(v. 4.) Why did John write his story? 
“But these are written, that ye might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God” (John 20:31, Memory Verse). 
Read the whole verse. ‘ 

-Before Christmas read all of one 
man’s story, perhaps Mark’s. Try to 
See the pictures as you read. May 
John’s hopes come true in you! 


Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HARON and Karen are twins. Since 

they are just your size, they have 
the same kind of homework that you do. 
Both girls always listen in class to what 
the teacher tells them to do at home. 
But Karen does something else. She 
always writes it down. If the teacher 


_ tonight? 
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says they are to read pages 35 to 40 in 
their reading books, Karen puts that 
down on a piece of scratch paper and 
places the note in her pencil box. 
Sharon always expects to remember 
what her homework is, but almost al- 
ways she has to come to Karen and 
ask, “How many pages are we to read 
Where do we begin and where 
do we end?” 

It is good, of course, to hear things. 
We remember much of what we hear. 
But we cannot remember all that we 
hear. Nor can we keep on remembering 
it. If, for example, someone should ask 
you what your homework was a week 
ago, you probably could never remem- 
ber—not unless you kept your note. 
Certainly, then, you could not remem- 
ber what your homework was a year 
ago. Not unless you still had the note. 

Because God ‘wanted all people 
throughout all of time to remember cer- 
tain things that happened, He caused 
holy men in olden times to write down 
those things. For example, many, many 
people knew all about the Lord Jesus. 
They knew about His amazing birth. 
They had seen—with their very own 
eyes—the miracles that He had done. 
They saw blind men get their sight. 
They saw lame men walk. They had 
even seen dead people come back to 
life! Those people had seen the Lord 
Jesus taken to a cross. ‘ They saw Him 
die. They knew that He had been God’s 
Lamb, taking the punishment for people 
of all time. But then they saw the most 
wonderful thing of all—they saw Him 
alive. He had, by Himself, come back 
from the dead. Many people saw Him 


and heard Him speak after His resur- 


Some had even seen Him as- 
cend up into Heaven. People every- 
where knew these things. They told 
them to one another. Everyone, doubt- 
less, talked about all of this. 

But suppose it had only been talked 
about. Years and years and years have 
passed since then. Suppose the only 
thing that you and I knew today was 
what someone else told us about the 
Lord Jesus. If all we knew was what 
we were told, we might presume that 
someone had made a mistake. Or per- 
haps much of what had happened would 
have been forgotten. -Then we never 
could have known the many things that 
we do know about the Son of God. 
How is it that we know them today? 
How is it that we can be sure of the 
things that happened in the long, long 
ago? I will tell you how. God saw to it 
that much that happened was written 
down in a Book—His Book, the Bible. 
No- matter ‘how many years may come 
and go, no matter what people might 
tell one another, no matter how much 
people might forget, men and women 
and children can always, always be, sure 
of what really, truly happened in the 
long, long ago. God’s Book never 
changes. It is always the same. 

So it was that God one day called a 
doctor to write part of His Book. The 
doctor’s name was Luke. The Book of 
Luke in our Bible, the third Book in 
the New Testament, is the one he wrote. 
Right in the very beginning, Luke tells 
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PASTORATE WANTED: Presbyterian min- 
ister and teacher, with rural and city experience. 
Education: B.A., B.D., and S.T.D. academic; LL.D. 
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us that he was writing to people who 
had already been instructed about the 
Lord Jesus (1:4). But, so that they 
(and we!) would know for sure what 
was truth, he was writing it down. 
Luke, we are told, was one of the best 
educated men of any who wrote the 
Bible books. 

In the second verse, Luke mentions 
one of the names of the Lord Jesus. It 
is a name by which the Apostle John 
called Him. That name is “the Word.” 
This is a strange name, perhaps. But it 
should not be. We sometimes call our 
Bible, “the Word.” We mean by that 
that it is the written Word of God. The 
Lord Jesus is also “the Word” (John 
1:1, 14; 1 John 1:1). But He is the living . 
Word. The written Word—the Bible— 
tells us all about the living Word—the 
Lord Jesus. We do well to read this 
Word and study it earnestly so that we 
may know God’s mind and God’s will. 
Let us study it more than ever before, 
shall we? e 

MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
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. . 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon reqnest from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 WN. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Her Own Translations.—Those things 
which are most surely believed among 
us (Luke 1:1). A young man went 
home from a theological school to visit 
his aged grandmother. To have a bit 
of fun at her expense he said: “Grand- 
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mother, you know the Bible that you 
say you believe was written in Hebrew 
and Greek. It had to be translated by 
great scholars into our language. How 
do you know those who translated it 
got it right?” “Ah, Jamie, lad,” she 
said, “Never mind the great men; I have 
translated a few of them promises my- 
self.,.—-From the Overcomer. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 

The Center From Which All Paths 
Radiate——It- seemed good to me. also, 
having had perfect understanding of all 
things from the very first, to write unto 
thee ... (Luke 1:3). The Cubans have 
a magnificent capitol in Havana. Un- 
derneath the dome there is imbedded 
in the floor a marvelous diamond, and 
from this jewel are measured all the 
highways that traverse the island. So 
Jesus Christ is the center from which 
all spiritual paths radiate. Though not 
one of the original Twelve, none of 
them was more convinced of the deity 
of the Lord Jesus than was Luke, and 
nowhere is there a more sympathetic 
portrayal of His character than in Luke’s 
Gospel.—Source unknown. Sent by Mrs. 
A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 

“It’s Grand To Be Certain.”—That 
thou mightest know the certainty of 
those things, wheretn thou hast been 
instructed (Luke 1:4). A young man, 
representing a false cult, called at my 
door one morning. I listened to him 
talk for a few minutes. Among other 
things, he told me I was wrong about 
thinking I was saved, and waiting for 
the return of the Lord Jesus. But when 
I asked that poor young man about, his 
soul, and on what he based his hope 
for eternity, he wasn’t sure at all, nor 
did he know many of the Scriptures I 
quoted to him. My heart went out to 
him when he said before leaving: “I 
guess I’m just repeating what was 
taught me to say. It must be grand to 
be certain about the things you believe. 
I’m not, but I thank you very much for 
taking the time to talk'to me, and I 
know now that I must study the Bible 
for myself.”—Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, 
Toronto, Can. * 

Light From God—Not Gallup Polls. 
—The word of God came unto John... 
and he came ... preaching (Luke 3: 
2, 3). Oswald Chambers, in his stimu- 
lating devotional book, “My Utmost 
for His Highest,” defines the Christian 
worker as “one who perpetually looks 
in the face of God and then goes forth 
to talk to people.” Christian work is 
motivated by and seeks results of un- 
seen reality rather than countable ma- 
terial results. . . . It seeks light and 
power from God, not from Gallup polls. 
—From Western Recorder. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


When My Clock Stops.—And he came 
into all the country about Jordan, 
preaching the baptism of repentance 
for -the remission of sins (Luke 3:3). 
Miss Tweedle, a missionary in India, 
writes: “At a village this morning a 
dear old woman noticed my wrist watch, 
so I put it to her ear. You should have 
seen her face! She called to the other 
women, and said, ‘Come, come! Here’s 
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a machine that keeps on saying, “Quick, 
quick, quick.”’ (The Tamil word for 
‘quick’ sounds’ similar.) I was then able 
to tell them that we kept a watch to 
remind us how quickly time is going. 
One day that watch would stop, so 
would her heart; and then she would 
have to meet God. What would she 
do? It was such a solemn time, and 
she said with tears in her eyes, ‘I will 
worship Jesus, so that when my clock 
stops I need not fear.’”—From the Sun- 
day School Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. 
Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 

He Speaks Our Language.—aAll flesh 
shall see the salvation of God (Luke 
3:6). A missionary, after using a ‘tele- 
phone in the presence of a group of 
natives, was asked by one of them, 
“Where was that wonderful thing 
made?” Upon being told that it was 
manufactured in America, the man said, 
“Then it is no use for me to have one 
in my shop, for it cannot speak our 
language.” Calling at the home of a 
mutual friend, the missionary placed 
the instrument against the man’s ear. 
He listened, and then exclaimed, “Oh, 
it speaks our language, too.” This dis- 
covery opened the way for the mission- 
ary to tell of the God who hears and 
understands the languages of all His 
people of every race and tongue.—From 


the -Free Churchman. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 
How? When? Where? Why?—God 


sent forth his Son (Gal. 4:4, Golden 
Text). Four questions we can answer 
about the sending forth of God’s Son: 
How? To be born of a woman (Gal. 4:4) 
When? In the fullness of time, i.e., at 
just the right moment (Gal. 4:4) 
Where? Into the world (John 3:17) 
Why? That the world through Him might 
be saved (John 3:17) 
That we might live through Him 
(1 John 4:9) 
To be the propitiation for our sins 
(1 John 4:10) 
Because He loved us (1 John 4:9) 
—Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. Prize illustration. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 688) 

1. Luke and Acts. 

2. Previous writings, personal investi- 
gation (Luke 1:1-3), and the inspira- 
tion of the Holy Spirit. 

3. That Theophilus might “know the 
certainty” of the faith (Luke 1:4). 

4. Tiberius Caesar (Luke 3:1). 

5. A ruler of the fourth part of a prov- 
ince or kingdom. 

6. It pinpoints the Gospel historically 
and culturally. 

7. To prepare the way for Christ. 

8. An advance messenger leveling the 
route of a coming king. 

9. The “baptism of repentance for the 
remission of sins” (Luke 3:3). 

10. By “many infallible proofs” (Acts 
1:3). 
ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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Lesson for October 5 


Children at Home 


Teddy and His Sunday School 
Lesson 


By Carol Lynn 


EDDY and Susie seemed extra 

happy this Sunday morning. They 
were singing as they came home from 
Sunday school. 

“What makes you so happy?” their 
daddy asked as they came in. 

“We had such a nice lesson,” said 
Teddy. “It was all about how Jesus 
loves little children.” 

“How do you know He did?” asked 
Mr. North. (He wanted to see how well 
they understood what those words 
meant.) 

“Well Jesus took them up in His lap 
and hugged them,” explained Teddy. 

‘Is there any other way you can tell 
of His love?” his daddy asked. 

“He said big people should be kind 
to children,” Susie added. 

“I learned that He sends guardian 
angels to take care of us,” Teddy said. 
“And I remember at Easter we learned 
that Jesus gave us eternal life.” 

“Did you learn of any way that you 
can show that you love Jesus?” asked 
Mr. North. 

“Aren’t we too little?” asked Susie. 
“No,” answered their dad. “You 
could take Harry with you when you 
go to Sunday school. You know he 
doesn’t go to any church.” 

“Would it help if I shared my ball 
with Tom? He always bosses me. I 
get mad and take my ball away.” s 

“Yes, Teddy. We should be kind to 
all people and animals. Sometimes that 
is very hard to do. But we should try, 
anyway,” his dad replied. 

“I know what we can do,” said Susie. 
“We ought to be kind to Mother. I’m 
going to pick up my toys. I'll be quiet 
when the baby is asleep.” 

“And I won't fight with you,” Teddy 
promised. 

“You are right,” Mr. North remarked. 


/ “Jesus said that when we are kind to 


others we are kind to Him. I hope you 
will remember your lesson well.” 


Cutver, Ind. 
xs 


The Horrors of Purgatory 
(Continued from page 685) 


Roman Church offers the mass—a “rep- 
etition” of Christ’s passion, or, crucifies 
the Son of God afresh, thirty times for 
thirty dollars. 

In connection with helping the souls 
in purgatory by Gregorian Masses, St. 
Gregory is reported to have been told, 
by a revelation, of the efficacy of these 
thirty masses. The Lord is said to have 
told St. Gregory: 

Every soul in purgatory for whom 
thirty Masses are offered in thy hon- 


i ‘ 
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our, without interruption, will be im- 
mediately delivered whatever his debt 
toward Me may be, and more than 
that, I will not wait till the Masses 
have been celebrated, but I will de- 
liver them as soon as the offering has 
been paid for. 


“We take the responsibility,” was as- 
sured in the Catholic advertisement, 
“of performing the thirty Gregorian 
Masses at the rate of thirty dollars” 
(Published in World Dominion, Nov.- 
Dec., 1944). 

Cardinal Vaughan, in “The Holy Sac- 
rifice of the Mass,” made this statement 
regarding the price to be paid: “In this 
country [England] the Canonical Hon- 
orarium is 5s. A sum is fixed in each 
diocese by the Roman Catholic Bishop, 
but in the case of the poor, custom has 
sanctioned the acceptance by the clergy 
of one-half of the above-mentioned 
sum” (pp. 119, 120). 

The monetary aspect of masses occu- 
pies a large place in the documents and 
literature of the Roman Church. For 
instance, there is the decree that ema- 
nated from the Sacred Congregation of 
the Council, issued by the authority of 
Pope Pius X on May 11, 1904. This 
decree concerning “Missae manuales,” 
is binding on’ all priests, and, among 
other matters, deals with the question 
of priests receiving stipends, or money, 
for masses. 


One knotty question presented for 
solution is, What is fo happen if a priest 
enters into a contract, or agreement, 
with a man dying, to say masses for 
the repose of his soul, for which he re- 
ceives a stipulated amount of money, 
and then finds he cannot say all the 
masses paid for? If he farms them out, 
and engages some other priest to be 
responsible for some of these masses, 
what is to happen if that priest dies 
before he can meet this responsibility? 
Whose responsibility is it then? Who 
is to have the money? 

When are accumulated unsaid masses 
to be turned over to the Bishop? What 
is he to do with them? The fact is, 
those who pay for masses are never 
really sure that they will ever be said. 
This is emphasized in the following 
authoritative statement: 


The Lord Chief Justice of Ireland, 
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Mr. . Whiteside, when in Italy, en- 

quired of a Neapolitan Advocate why 

an army of priests in Naples number- 
ing over ten thousand? The Advocate 
made answer: “For the business to be 

done, we have not priests enough... . 

If all were engaged from morning 

to night they could not say even half 

the Masses for the dead which they 
ought and are bound to say....A 
tabular statement is submitted to the 

Pope each year, and he, taking into 

consideration all the circumstances, 

pronounces his decision that the 

Masses remaining unsaid shall be con- 

sidered as said, and so they are ae- 

cordingly... .” (“Italy in the Nine- 

teenth Century,” vol. iii, pp. 104-106). 

It is recognized that many of the 
masses, for which people pay good 
money, are unsaid, either because there 
are too many to take care of, or else 
that they are completely forgotten. 
This must be a very disappointing rev- 
elation of facts to those who, have 
placed their confidence in some priest, 
and have believed that masses were 
being offered for their loved ones suf- 
fering the torments of purgatory, when, 
instead of being said, the masses were 
passed over, or forgotten. 

The fact of masses being forgotten is 
given special mention in a book en- 
titled “Examination of Conscience for 
the Use of Priests Who Are Making a 
Retreat,” issued with the~ imprimatur 
of “John Cardinal McCloskey, Arch- 
bishop of New York, July 11, 1885. In 
this we read, “We [priests] should pro- 
vide that immediately after our death 
. . . @ certain number of masses should 
be said in order, ad cautelam, to com- 
pensate for those we forgot to say.” 

Though others forget, Gad has prom- 
ised, “Yet will I not forget thee”; “He 
that keepeth thee will not slumber”; 
“The eyes of the Lord run to and fro 
throughout the whole earth, to shew 
himself strong in the behalf of them 
whose heart is perfect toward him” 
(Isa. 49:15; Psa. 121:3; 2 Chron. 16:9). 


(To be continued) 
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Suppose One Can’t Tell 


(Continued from second page) 


cannot always tell whether a person is 
saved, and we must leave such prob- 
Iems in God’s hands. But I believe it 
is quite wrong to tell people that they 
are not saved if they do not know 
exactly when they were saved. There 
are a good many Christians who can- 
not name the day om which they were 
saved. 

If the young theological student you 
mention were asked two questions, it 
might help him to see his mistake and 
also give encouragement to others: 
(1) On what is our salvation based? 
(2) Can he give any Scripture showing 
that if a person does not know the 
day on which he was saved, he is not 
saved? I do not think he can. 

There is an analogy, I think, between 
physical and spiritual birth, though of 
course. we cannot push such analogies 
too far. No human being can remember 
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the day on which he was born, but 
every human being is alive. It would 
be foolish to tell him that simply 
because he does not remember his birth 
he is not living! 

One of the strong verses on assurance 
of salvation is this: “These things have 
I written unto you that believe on the 
name of the Son of God; that ye may 
know that ye have eternal life, and 
that ye may believe on the name of 
the Son of God” (1 John 5:13). Nothing 
is said here about knowing the date 
of one’s new birth. 
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A New Bible Study Plan 


NEW Bible study plan will be con- 

ducted simultaneously by radio 
and mail under the direction of Dr. 
Charles E. Fuller, well-known radio 
preacher. The series, entitled “Explore 
and Discover,” is based on the Prison 
Epistles of Paul and will continue for 
several months. 

“In choosing the Prison Epistles as 
the subject matter for the series,” Dr. 
Fuller states, “I feel that in these few 
short books of the Bible there is an un- 
usual wealth of spiritual truths that 
will give tranquility in these troubled 
days, and power to be more effective 
Christians. Having my radio audience 
study each week the. same passage of 
the Bible that I am preaching from is 
the fulfillment of a deep-seated desire. 
This is truly the realization of a dream 
I have had during my forty-one years 
of ministry.” 

The series by radio will begin Sep- 
tember 25. Printed material can be 
obtained by writing Dr. Charles E. 
Fuller, Box 123, Los Angeles, Calif., 
after September 15. 
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The Man Who Didn’‘t Fit In 
(Continued from second page) 


Two things he did attain which seem 
beyond the grasp of many Christian 
students today. It is this reviewer's 
opinion that more than anything else 
(apart from his Godly home) these two 
things explain the man’s power and in- 
fluence for Christ. 

The first is his friendship with other 
boys, later with other young men. Jim 
was a man’s man. Today’s emphasis 
upon early “dating” (even among Chris- 
tians) often ruins the possibility of such 
relationships. But Jim could write, 
while in college: “Several of my house- 
mates and I have begun prayer together 
here in our ‘den,’ and such times as we 
do have! The first fruits of Glory it- 
self.” And later: “Home again by 7:15 
for a time of soul-tonic with Dave, Art 
Johnston, Bob Weeber and Bob Sawyer. 
Ah, what times! I'll look back on those 
hours of mutual exhortation, heart- 
searching, and prayer as building blocks 
which have laid the foundation of my 
life.” And we all know about that later 
relationship with the other four which 
ended in death. 
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The second thing that Jim attained 
was his.relationship with Betty Howard, 


first as friend, then as lover, later as° 


fiancée, finally as wife. Love under 
subjection to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
love under discipline: this is the love 
of Jim and Betty for one another. Per- 
haps as much as any other factor, the 
lack of this kind of love may explain 
the large number of volunteers who 
never get to the mission field. (The 
constantly increasing number of mar- 
ried students in our Bible institutes 
and seminaries is no small reason for 
concern.) 

Was Jim’s life extraordinary? Betty 
answers, “I write these pages so that 
the reader may decide for himself. If 
his answer is yes—if he finds herein 
the ‘stamp of Christ,’ and decides that 
this is extraordinary—what shall we 
say of the state of Christendom?” 

Jim was a bit more direct. “Mustard 
seed,” he said, “is rare stuff today.” 
May this book increase the crop. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, October 5 


Let a Man Examine Himself 
(1 Cor. 11:23-29) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are * 
used by permission. 
N this Sunday, which many Chris- 
‘tians will be observing as World- 
Wide Communion Sunday, our thoughts 
are directed to our own relationship to 
Christ and to our heart attitudes as we 
join together with other believers in 
the memorial that we call the Lord’s 
Supper. We should understand, how- 
ever, that the examination of ourselves 
referred to by the topic for this week is 
not a special examination for this par- 
ticular day only, but should characterize 
every observance of the Lord’s Supper. 


bd 


To understand clearly Paul’s words to 
the Corinthian Christians in the Scrip- 
ture verses assigned for our topic this 
week, we should note that the Corin- 
thians had been using observances of 
the Lord’s Supper as occasions for 
feasting and drinking. To these feasts, 
each member brought such food as he 
could afford. The original understand- 
ing was that the food thus provided 


would be shared alike by all believers. 


However, this custom had fallen into 
abuse. The rich gathered together in 
cliques, sharing their food with those of 
their owh particular group. The result 
was that the rich had an abundance of 
food, but the poor had little. Instead 
of a love feast of Christian fellowship, 
where all shared alike, some ate and 
drank to excess while others went hun- 
gry. This explains Paul’s question to 
the Corinthians as to why, if they were 
really hungry, they did not eat at home 
(v. 34). He reminds them again of the 
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way in which the Lord’s Supper was 
instituted by the Lord Jesus, and that it 
was intended to be a memorial of His 
death for believers, and not a time of 
self-indulgence (vv. 24, 25). It was to 
show forth or to be a witness to others 
of the Lord’s death until He returns. 
we 


Paul then goes on to warn against the 


, Tesults of observing the Lord’s Supper 


in an unworthy manner, and failing to 
Tecognize that all believers, whether 
rich or poor, are members of the body 
of Christ (v. 29). In the twelfth chap- 
ter of this same Epistle, Paul continues 
to develop this thought, showing that 
there should be no divisions in the body 
but that all members should have the 
Same care one for another (12:25). No- 
tiee the seriousness of the offense of ob- 
Serving the Lord’s Supper unworthily. 
It is shown by the severity of the chas- 
tening—sickness and even death (v. 30). 
The eternal life of the sinning believers 
was not jeopardized, for the word 
“damnation” in verse 29 is really “judg- 
Ment!” The sinning Christian is chas- 
tened or judged, but not cast out. 
Se 

Perhaps today we are not tempted to 
dishonor the Lord’s Supper in the same 
way that the Corinthians did, but are 
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there not ways in which we, too, may 
miss its real value and meaning by har- 
boring in our hearts wrong feelings to- 
ward others such as irritation, or con- 
tempt, or even hatred, thus making of 
no effect the oneness that should char- 
acterize all believers as they gather 
about the Lord’s table. 


Now it should be seen that Paul does 
not imply that all believers are to be of 
equal position and service in the Church 
or body of Christ. Chapter 12 clearly 
shows that some members have certain 
gifts and others certain other gifts. 
Some members have places of honor, 
others have places of less honor. But 
all are necessary to the health and func- 
tioning of the body, and all are one in 
Christ. 

we 


It should be clearly seen also that this 
oneness is between those who are true 
members of Christ’s body. Such mem- 
bership comes only through acceptance 
of the Lord Jesus as Saviour, through 
dependence upon His shed blood for 
salvation, and upon a recognition of 
Him as the unique Son of God. How 
can there be any fellowship around the 
Lord’s table with those who deny His 
deity and reject His vicarious atone- 
ment? How can those who do not be- 
lieve His death atoned for them cele- 
brate or memorialize that death? 


we 


If each of us is to examine himself as 
he comes to the Lord’s table, what is to 
be the standard with which we are to 
compare ourselves?’ It is found in God’s 
Word and our familiarity with that 
Word and our application of it to our 
own lives will. show us very quickly 
how we measure up in God’s sight. It 
shows us our duty toward God as well 
as our duty toward our fellow men, and 
it sets before us the perfect standard as 
seen in the Lord Jesus, who lived in a 
body like ours and under circumstances 
which we have to encounter and yet 
perfectly pleased God. What is more, 


- knowing the sinfulness of our natures 


and the feebleness of our strength, the 
Lord Jesus has made it possible for us to 
please God, first of all by being found 
in Him and having His righteousness in- 
stead of our own, and then by giving us 
the strength to live moment by moment 
in victory over those things that would 
keep us from Christlikeness. 


se 


However, let us heed James’s warning 
against a careless or superficial reading 
of God’s Word. “Be ye doers of the 
word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
your own selves. For if any be a hearer 
of the word, and not a doer, he is like 
unto a man beholding his natural face 
in a glass: for he beholdeth himself, and 
goeth his way, and straightway forget- 
teth what manner of man he was. But 
whoso looketh into the perfect law of 
liberty, and continueth therein, he being 
not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the 
work, this man shall be blessed in his 
deed” (Jas. 1: 22-25). 
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é ‘For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





PZossons. tnsued by. “the international 
Sunday Schoel Committee. 


September 29 to October 5 


Mon., Sept. 29.—Isa. 40:1-11. 
A Vision of Hope. 
Prayer Succestions: “Comfort ye, 
comfort ye my people, saith your God.” 
Only the Lord Jesus Christ, of whom 
the text speaks in such clear, true, and 
glowing words, can impart divine 
strength and hope to souls in distress. 
Who comforts like Him? Like “as one 
whom his mother comforteth, so will I 
comfort you” (Isa. 66:13). His comforts 
delight the soul. Pardon, the gift of 
peace, the pleasures of providences, and 
the prosperity of holy projects, fill the 
soul with good hope and cheer. Pray 
that you may have good hope in God 
through grace in whatsoever befalls 
you (Rom. 8:28). 


Tues., Sept. 30.—Luke 1:14-17. 
To Prepare the Way. 
Prayer SuGccesTions: “To make ready 
a people prepared for the Lord.” John 
the Baptist was God’s chosen herald 
and forerunner of the Saviour of the 
world. Isaiah’s prophecy in the open- 
ing verses of his fortieth chapter an- 
nounces him as “the voice of him that 
crieth in the wilderness,” saying, “Pre- 
pare ye the way of the Lord, make 
straight in the desert a highway for 
our God.” This “prophet of the High- 
est” did his work well. Let all God’s 
ministers prepare the way for the 
Lord’s revival visits to their churches. 
There are specific things to be done 
“according to the Scriptures” before re- 
vival blessing can fall upon God's peo- 
ple. Pray for a great and new spiritual 
upsurge in Christians’ hearts, wrought 
by the Spirit of God through awakened 
ministers. 


Wed., Oct. 1—Luke 3:7-17. 
A Cry in the Wilderness. 


PrayER SvucGcesTions: “Who hath 
warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come?” John the Baptist succeeded in 
his work for the Lord without the things 
deemed necessary by many in these 
modern times. The drawing power and 
ministry of the Spirit of God usu- 
ally attends humble means. Prophecy 
hinted at this when Zacharias said: 
“And thou, child, shalt be -called the 
prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt‘ 
go before the face of the Lord to pre- 
pare his ways; to give knowledge of 
salvation unto his people by the remis- 
sion of their sins . . . and the child grew, 
and waxed strong in spirit, and was in 
the deserts till the day of his shewing 
unto Israel” (Luke 1:76, 77, 80). Since 
John succeeded without all the accom- 
paniments deemed essential for Gospel 








Broken vessels are often better than 
whole ones to show the sufficiency and 
grace of Christ—J. N. Darby. 
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A significant... inspiring Bible Study Plan 
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“EXPLORE and DISCOVER" 


a thrilling series of studies based on 
the prison epistles. 





prepared by 


Charles. Fuller 


Beloved director of the 
world-wide broadcast 


OLD FASHIONED 
REVIVAL HOUR 


PAUL— intrepid pioneer missionary! 
Founder of many churches; spiritual 
father of many believers — now a 
prisoner in Rome for the sake of 
Jesus Christ. Read what he has to 
a say to the people of 
Ephesus, Philippi and 
Colossae. See Onesi- 
mus the slave as he re- 
turns to his master Philemon. Learn Paul’s 
secret for peace, power, and provision amid 
the changing circumstances of life—“Study 
to shew thyself approved ... a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed...” 


THE BEST OF 40 YEARS’ 
BIBLE TEACHING 


from the heart of America's 
radio minister to millions 
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campaigns in churches, let not any hum- 
ble preacher despair of success. Pray 
that we may know more of the pulling 
power of the Gospel. 
Thurs., Oct. 2.—Mal. 3:1-12. 
Who Can Endure His Coming? 
Prayer Succestions: “But who may 
abide the day of his coming? and who 
shall stand when he appeareth?” Sep- 
aration of the godly from the ungodly 
begun under Christ’s ministry at His 
first advent, will go on and be consum- 
mated at the great day when, He, the 
judge of all the earth, shall put all 
enemies under His feet. The tares from 
the wheat, the good fish from the bad, 
the wise from the foolish virgins will 
all be separated at last. Angels, the 
reapers, know now the true from the 
false. “Who shall stand when he ap- 
peareth?” Pray for more deep concern 
of souls over the issues of eternity. 


Fri., Oct. 3—Luke 1:1-4. 
That You May Know. 
PRAYER SuGGcEsSTIONS: “That thou 
mightest know the certainty of those 
things, wherein thou hast been in- 
structed.” Dr. Luke was a thorough 
scientist. He sought, laid bare the facts, 
and came to certainty of knowledge 
concerning the ground and solidity of 
the faith expounded in the Gospels 
concerning Jesus Christ our Lord. We 
have no doubt as to Dr. Luke’s con- 
fession of faith in Christ, and as to 
what were the articles of his personal 
faith: and creed. Blessed are all who 
can say a hearty Amen to Luke’s ar- 
ticles of faith. Pray for more boldness 
in your witness for your Lord. 


Sat., Oct. 4—Acts 2:22-28. 
The Gospel at Pentecost. 
Prayer Succestions: “Ye men of Is- 
rael, hear these words.” Dr. Luke gives 
the actual words of the Gospel preached 
to israel at Pentecost. It is summed 
up wonderfully in the opening words 
of 1 Corinthians 15, “the gospel... 
preached unto you.” It is amazing how 
men of the cloth will hedge and try to 
escape commitment as to their belief 
of the holy doctrines, the ground of the 
apostle’s confidence in Christ. The Gos- 
pel at Pentecost is the same Gospel 
committed to apostles at Christ’s fare- 
well on Mt. Olivet. Pray for an unhes- 
itating commitment to the faith once 
and for all time delivered to the saints. 


Sun., Oct. 5.—Gal. 4:1-7. 
Sons and Heirs. 
Prayer Succestions: “If a son, then 
an heir of God through Christ.” Al 
who receive Christ Jesus have the at- 
thority to claim sonship to God (John 1: 
12). All who are led by the Spirit of 
God are “the sons of God.” But “the 
manifestation of the sons of God” will 
be public in God’s time (Rom. 8:14, 19). 
“It doth not yet appear what we shall 
be: but- we know that, when he shall 
appear, we shall be like him; for we 
shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:2). 
Pray that you may duly appreciate be- 
ing an heir “of the kingdom which he 





hath promised to them that love him" 
(Jas. 2:5). 








= ~~“ Ss « 


o> Be Hw of fF wea 


“ 
Oo 


It 


Bu 


it i 


teac’ 





